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Protest filed in GAO ore than 10
working days after notification 44laov 6
of initial adverse action on pro-
test filed with contracting agency
is untimely and will not be con-
sidered on merits.

JRT&T Associates (JRT&T) protests the termination
by the Maritime Administration, U.S. Department of
Commerce, of negotiations with respect to the proposed
award of a contract for architect-engineer services at
the Merchant Marine Academy.

The record indicates that JRT&T filed a protest
on the matter with the Maritime Administration on
August 22, 1979, after being advised by that agency
that the firm's "proposals and price were substantially
inconsistent with" the Merchant Marine Academy's re-
quirements. Although the Maritime Administration re-
sponded to the protest by letter of October 17, which
included a detailed explanation of its position, the
protest to our Office was not filed until December 3.
Section 20.2(a) of our Bid Protest Procedures, 4 C.F.R.
part 20 (1979), requires that if a protest has been
filed initially with the contracting agency, any sub-
sequent protest to our Office must be filed within 10
working days after notification of such initial adverse
agency action. It is apparent from the above that
JRT&T's protest to our Office was not filed within
that period. Anderson Jacobson, Inc., B-195533,
August 22, 1979, 79-2 CPD 146.

The protest is dismissed.

Milton J.,~ Socolar
General Counsel
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